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AnAccouutof two Books. 



I. Jacobi Barneri, Vh & Med, D. Aaguftari, P RODRO- 
MUS SENNEB Tl KOVl, feu Delineath AW Me- 
dian* SyjiemntiSi&c. Auguftae Vindelicorum. ^,1774. 
in \o. 

AS the famous Sennertm made it his bufinefs to reprefent in 
his Syftem of Phyfick, whatever was known and prafti- 
fed by the Ancient Mafiers of that Art, until his days ; fo this 
Author is very defirous, that a Syftcm,after the manner of that 
cf Sennertm, might be compofed , wherein not only from the 
new Anatomico-Chymical Difcoveries , that are made fince the 
time of thatgreatPhyfitian, the doctrine and pradtife of the 
Antient Doctors, delivered in Sennertus^might be examin'd,but 
alfo the Do&rinesand Prafiifes of the Modern Phyfitians them- 
fdves difcufTed and confidered , that fo it might appear, by 
what truth they are all fupported, and how confident with one 
another they are ; and Students of Phyfick the better directed 
what to learn and follow in the fame. 

In order to which great Work , our Author declares, that he 
who fhall duly perform fuch a task, muft be both accomplished 
in found Philofophy, and furoifbed with all kind of Anotomica', 
Cbymical and Practical Knowiedg : And therefore not daring 
to undertake fuch a Work , which requires theftudy, induftry, 
obfervations and experience cf more than one age, he thought 
fit only to publifh a Pndrcmus or Introdu&ion to it, wherein he 
gives notice; 

Firji, that he fhall premife to this Work what belongs to thr 
Grounds of the whole Art of Phyfick , and withal difcourfc 
of the Origine and Progrefs of the fame. 

L 1 1 Secondly, 



( 43*) 

Secondly, that that being dorre, he flball proceed to the Work 
itfeif, wherein he profeffes his refolution of receding from the 
common Methods of Syftems, (not excepting Sennertm him- 
feif) in which he Radges there hath been delivered a great 
multitude both of ufelefsfpeculationsand tedious repetitions, 
reodring the Art very prolix and difficult, to the great retard- 
ment and confufion of the Students thereof; whereas,in his judg- 
ment, it may, by the advantage of a goodmethcd,befodeliver'd, 
that in a very fhort time the Grounds of the whole Art may be 
acquired : Alledging, to the honor of the famous Dr. Sylvius, 
that he taught his Auditors the whole Method of Curing Di- 
feafes in Seven LecTuresjand citing alfo that antient Author 7hef- 
falus Tralliams for affirming, that the fame Art might be taught 
and learned in the fpace of fix Months : Whereupon he fcruples 
nor- to engage his honor, that by hu Method, ( of which he 
give& the Scheme in this Book) he will teach a man, that is com- 
petently inftrufted in Anatome and Ghymiftry, the whole Arc 
of Phyfick not in fix Months, but in fo many Weeks, 

To remedy therefore the complained- of prolixity and diffi- 
culty, he pretends to compofe a Syftem of Phyfick, wherein 
whatever is fuperfluous fhall be laid afide, and particulars redu- 
ced to general Heads, and all matters comprehended, which 
from the firft rife of this Art have been publifhed to this very 
time. In the doing of which he propofeth to himfelfthe fol» 
lowing Method. 

i. He will deliver, chiefly out of Sennertus, the "Doftrine of 
the Ant ients concerning all forts of Diftempers, and examine the 
:Idme. 

2. He will confider, vthzxHefmmnttt hath written againft the 
lf?(ittumnip (as he calls them) and Sennertm himfelf. 

=.. He will examine ParMelffts and his followers , efpecially 
Severjxus. 

4> He will weigh what hath been written by fome to concili- 
ate the Jpfirtutlfiw DoGrine with that of the Autienss- 
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5. He will propofe the Doftrine of Van Belmont, and de- 
clare, wherein he agrees with, and difagrees from him. 

6. He will difcufs the dogma's of all the Moderns, that are 
hitherto come abroad, and particularly thofe of Willis, Sylvia* , 
Barbette , and fuch others as are deduced from the H*rveaa y 
Gajfendian, or Cartejian principles. 

7. He will ferioufly confider , How far the doftrine of the 
Ancient and Moderns may be reconciled , to the end that we 
may at lafl: come to fome certainty. 

J. Laftly, he will deliver his own Judgment of thecaufeof 
every known Difeafe , conform to Anatomieo-Chymica! prin- 
ciples -■> declaring, that he fhall, where he fees caufe, repeat the 
Caufes affigned by his Predeceflburs , but, where not, deliver 
new ones. 

All which Heads , he faith , he hath ready in a Scheme, of 
which he only gives herea delineation, and that in/jc parts-* 

The firji is the Pathologia , of Difeafes and their Caufes j 
which he means to difpatch in three Seflions : whereof 

1 . Shall treat of Difeafes, their Differences and Caufes in ge- 
neral * and then of Hippocrates his B«>v ; of the jircbtus, Fer- 
ments and Idea's j of the Humors according to the Moderns * 
of the three Principles of the J>4racetjians ; of the Hippocratu 
cal Acid, Sharp, Bitter, Salt^ of the Occafional and Acciden- 
tal caufes of Difeafes, the Natural and Non- natural things , and 
the Celeftial Influences,&c. 

2 and 3. Of Difeafes both general and particular, and their 
Gaffes, according to his own Method, which is grounded upon 
that of Hippocrates his diftindtion of parts into content at ^ con* 
tinentes and impetum facientes ; according to which he will 
treat of all Difeafes, as they refpedt the Spirits , the juyces 
and Excrements, and the three Venters, 

The Second is the Semiotica, which fliall deliver the figns 
both Diagnojlick and Progttofiick from their very Caufes b^rh 

L 1 1 2 " Z'..~< '- 



C 4^8 > 

according to the Ancients and Moderns, bufr efpeeially from 
the trcer Principles by him pretended and afTumed. And here 
hewilljfrjfrdifcourfeof the Signs, their fountains, differences 
and caufes in general, the Pulfe , Urine , &c. as alfo the figns of 
Life and Death,theCri(is and Critical daies, and the like. Then, 
of the particular and proper Signs of every Difeafe. 

The third is the Pharmaceutic* 5 wherein he will treat firfi of 
the ifflateria medica, as it is taken from Meteors, for example, 
Dew, Manna, Snow,&c»j or from Minerals, Vegetables, or Ani- 
mals ; where he intends to confider,Whether all thofe Medicines, 
that are commonly vendible in Shops , are necefTary, or fuffici- 
ent ; as alfo, How, When, and Where divers things , belonging 
to the Materia medica, are to be gathered ; and likewife of the 
marks of their goodnefs, the ways of preferving them, the skill 
of knowing and difcerning thevertue and force of Medicines^ 
and the degrees thereof. Secondly, of the Galenical Preparati- 
ons of Medicaments, both liquid, dry, and of a middle con- 
fidence. Thirdly, of Chymical Preparations, concerning which 
he promifeth to communicate the very method by which he 
hath performed them , which he calls his Chymi* Philofophica 9 
that (hall endeavour to give the caufes of all thofe Chymical 
operations from the genuine principles of Art j declaring, that 
he will deliver not only the vu!gar,but alfo uncommon procefies, 
and engaging his faith, that he will write what he knows to be 
confirm'd by Experience it felf; further promifinghis ftriftures 
and examinations of falfe and erroneous procefTes,together with 
a way of examining all forts Of preparations and proceites, in 
reference to Medicines 5 and referring an intire Syftem of Chy- 
miftry and the ufe thereof to his Prodromus of Natural Phik- 
fofhy. Fourthly, he will treat of the Method of prefcribing forms 
both of Galenicahnd Chymical Medicines, and mark the Errors 
Ifb frequently committed in their compofition. Fifthly, he will 
annex to this part his thoughts of common Difpenfatories , and 
fubftitute a new one of his own,layingby,what, in hisopinion r 
is ufelefs, and taking in what of late hath been difcover'dand 
tried to be ufeful ; applying alfo the ufes of the Medicaments 
of this his new Difpenfatory to the refpe&ive Difcafes treated 
©f hi the refEof bis great work. 

The 
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The fourth is thzHj/gieme, fortheConferfationof Healths 
in which part he thinks there hath been hitherto a great neglecT:, 
in that no fpecial regard hath been had to the particular functi- 
ons of the vifcera ; which hath induced him to order this pare 
of Phyfick according to the feries of the feveral digeftions 
made in the Body, ancfootjaft according to the elajfes of the 
things called Non-natural.This part he divides into four Secti- 
ons ; of which thefirjl is to contain fome prolegomena upon this 
fubjeft ; the fecmd to treat of the regimen of Health in general ; 
the thir% of the fame in particular ; the fourth, molt efpecially 
of fuch Medicines, as are efteemed to be endowed with a pecu- 
liar virtue, conducing to long life. 

The fifth is the Therapeutice t for the Recovery of Health 
and the Curing of Difeafes : And that firfi in general ; where 
will occur the Empirical way of the Ancients , as alfo the Gale- 
meal, Paracelftav and HeimofttianlAethod ; item the recent way 
of InjecHon into veins, and the Transfufion of blood. Secondly, 
in particular * where he intends to difcourfe of the poffibility 
of an Universal Medicine j as alfo of the way of curing all 
forts of Difeafes by peculiar Methods and proper Medicines : 
Where he purpofes to mention and recommend the fiiccefsful 
Cures of the famous Dr. Michael, late Phyfitian of Leipjick, 
and to impart his feleft and happy Experiments, 8tc. 

Thejixtfrpzrt, fiiall treat of the Requifites in a good Phy- 
fitian in his daily practice: To which, he will fubjoyn a com- 
pleat enumeration of all Difeafes , which (hall take notice of 
thofe that have been omitted by common Authors * and laftof 
all, by way of Epilogue to the whole work, the Dejiderata in 
Phyfick , together with a Method for abfolving the ftudy of 
Phyfick, and a fele& Library for that purpofe. 
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lh A Defcription of HELIOS GO PES andfom 
other Inflruments, made by Robert Hook , Fellow of 
the R, Society : London, printed for John Martyn 
at the Bell in St. Pauls Churchyard, 1 675 . in 4 . 

/-*|~ *Ouchingthe Contents of this Book, as far as they relate 
JL to the Inftriiroents therein defcribcd, I need fay nothing 
here: I (hall only touch upon fome paflages in the Pojljcripi 
of it , in which I find one of thefe our TraGs concerned. 
The faid Poftfcript then takes the liberty of refle&ing upon a 
paffage in Numb. mth. of thefe tranfaBims, viz. about the 
Invention of applying a Spring to the BrtUnce of a WAtch , find- 
ing fault with the fame for not having taken notice, thztthtt 
Invention was fir ft found out by an Englilh man , And long fince 
ftiblijbedto the World, and complaining thereupon of unhand- 
feme proceedings. 

Now forafmtich as the former part of this accufation doth 
direftly concern the Author of the Tr an/actions, and the latter 
isfo ambiguoiifly worded, as that it maybercferr'dtothefaid 
Author, as well as to the French Journal des Seavans, it was 
thought fit to acquaint the Impartial and Candid Reader with 
the plain Truth of this matter. 

'Tis certain then, that the Defcriber of the Heliofi ope, fome 
years ago, caufed to be actually made fome Watches of this kind, 
yet without publilhing to the world a Defcription of it in 
print; but it is ascertain, that none of thofe Watches fuc- 
ceeded, nor that any thing was done fince to mend the In- 
vention, and to render it ufeful,that we know of, until Monfieur- 
Hu^em, who is alfoaMeroberof the Royal Society as well as he 
is of the Royal Academy at Paris], fent hither a Letter dated 
Januxr. 30. i6'-f, acquainting us with an Invention of his of 
very exaft rocket- watches , the nature and contrivance of 

which 
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which he imparted to us ( as he is wont to do other Iri- 
ventions of his) in an Anagram; which he foon after, in a 
Letter of Febr. 20. ^'explained tousby a fulldefcripcion; 
for which the R.Societj thought fit to return him thanks, yec 
fo as to intimate to hun , that Mr. Hook had Come years ago in- 
vented a Watch of the like contrivance* 

Not long after this there came over in the "journal des Scavans 
a printed Defcription of M. Hugems Invention , together 
with a Delineation of the Figure of the fame,, which the Au- 
thor of the trmfaSi ions produced at the publick Meeting of 
the R.Society, where Mtfook not only faw it, but took a Copy 
of the Figure it felf at the fame time, unwilling to let him, that 
prefented it there , take it home without permitting him firfl: 
to copy it.- Which done, M.Hngens's Explication of his own 
way, together with the Figure thereof, was , at hisdefire, and 
after the perufalof the Noble Prefident of the R.Societj, print- 
ed the i2tb< of March \6}\ , in Numb. 112. of the Tr an faff i- 
ons; the Defcriber of the Heliofcope well knowing, that it was 
defigned to be published in one of thofe Tra&s j who, if he 
had given to the Author of them the leaft intimation, import- 
ing that he defired,,. notice might betaken at the fame time of 
his Invention of the like kind , it would have been certainly 
done, as hath been done upon other occafions, witnefsfcveral 
of the fame Tradts, wherein divers Difcoveries of this Accufer 
have been formerly both printed , and vindicated from the 
Ufurpation of others j though indeed it was not neceflTary it 
fhould there be done now, fince the faid Animadverfor could 
fpeak for himfelf in print as foon as he pleafed , as having 
laudably made ufeof late of the prefs for publishing himfelf 
his own Inventions. 

This is the very truth of the matter, in which whether there 
beany thing on the part of the PubHflier of the Tranfaftions, 
that deferves that name of unhandfome proceedings , he very 
willingly leaves to all Ingenuous Readers to judge ; Befides , 
it might puftly be conftdered , that pregnant' and inventive 
Heads, well verted in Mathematicks and Mechahicks, and 
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furnlfht with agenaine method of Inveftigation, may, and not 
feldome do, fall upon the fame Difcoy^ €s anc | inventions 
about the fame time, efpeciailjr it their minds have been long 
addicted to and engaged in the fame Retearches •. Of which, if 
there be occafion , feveral confiderable Inflances maybe pro- 
duced to verifie the AfTertion. One of which, and fit to be 
taken notice at prefcnt , is, that when the Publisher of the 
Tranfaflions did, not long fince, (hew to the Accufer that way 
of Monfieur Leibnitz, concerning exaft portable Watches, 
which was printed in Numb. 113. of thefe Trails , he did 
acknowledge , that though he had known that way too , ever 
fince A. 1 66o,yet he never declared it to any body, and there- 
fore could not fay, M» Leibnitz had taken it from him. 

Thus I fliall difmifs him, not doubting, 'but that all Candid 
Readers will blame him for the expreflion he ufes^. 30. of his 
faid Poft-fcript, which is, that he forbears new to mention Any 
further the carriage of the Writtr of the TranfacJions in this 
affair: And only adding, (hat if this Writer of Mechanicks 
feall think fit to explain what he means by it , he will certainly 
meet with a full anfwer , vindicating the Integrity ,of the Pub- 
lisher in fuch a manner, that all impartui *.■-?! poA men fliall be 
abundantly fatisfied therewith. 

— —Speque metuqut : fzz&L Horat. 
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